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Direct Instruction is a general approach to teaching that includes: 


Carefully sequenced one-on-one instruction


Immediate reinforcement


Strategies for gradually reducing prompting and increasing the correct responding 





This research study will evaluate a specific Direct Instruction curriculum called Language for Learning with children with an autism spectrum disorder. This curriculum is designed to teach oral language skills to children.





To be in the study, your child must be able to regularly attend teaching sessions at the Marcus Autism Center. These will be scheduled 2-3 times each week for 4 months. One benefit of being in the study is that your child will receive individual instruction for oral language skills free of charge. 





To qualify to be in the study, your child must:


Have a diagnosis of an autism spectrum disorder


Be 4-12 years old


Be able to communicate using single words and/or phrases


Be able to follow simple one-step instructions


Have vocal imitation skills


Have no significant problem behavior that would interfere with teaching sessions
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